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Student Discipline
In the case of Jose S. Angeles
vs. Hon. Rafael Sison; G.R. No.
L-45551 February 16, 1982, the
Supreme Court declared:
“A college or any school for
that matter, has a dual
responsibility to its students.
One is to provide opportunities
for learning and the other is to
help them grow and develop
into
mature,
responsible,
effective and worthy citizens of
the community. Discipline is
one of the means to carry out
the second responsibility.”

“I called you because
your son is
misbehaving in
class.”

•\

“He is also
misbehaving at home.
Pinatawag ba kita?”

SUBSTITUTE PARENTAL
AUTHORITY
Substitute parental authority can only be
exercised within the school premises and it shall
be exercised only to protect and promote the
physical, mental and moral well-being of the
students.
•

(DepEd Memo 297 Series of 2006, Prohibiting Acts Constituting
Violations of RA 7610)

PARENTAL AUTHORITY
FC Art. 220. The parents and those exercising
parental authority shall have with the respect to their
unemancipated children on wards the following
rights and duties:
(1) To keep them in their company, to support,
educate and instruct them by right precept and good
example, and to provide for their upbringing in
keeping with their means;
(2) To give them love and affection, advice and
counsel, companionship and understanding;
(3) To provide them with moral and spiritual
guidance, inculcate in them honesty, integrity, selfdiscipline, self-reliance, industry and thrift, stimulate
their interest in civic affairs, and inspire in them
compliance with the duties of citizenship;
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PARENTAL AUTHORITY
(4) To furnish them with good and
wholesome educational materials, supervise
their activities, recreation and association with
others, protect them from bad company, and
prevent them from acquiring habits detrimental
to their health, studies and morals;
(5) To represent them in all matters
affecting their interests;
(6) To demand from them respect and
obedience;
(7) To impose discipline on them as may be
required under the circumstances; and
(8) To perform such other duties as are
imposed by law upon parents and guardians.
(316a)
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Authority of the School To Discipline
• “xxx

there are instances when the school might be called
upon to exercise its power over its student or students for
acts committed outside the school and beyond school
hours in the following:

•

a) In cases of violations of school policies or
regulations occurring in connection with a school
sponsored activity off-campus; or

•

b) In cases where the misconduct of the student
involves his status as a student or affects the
good name or reputation of the school.”
(Angeles vs. Sison)

•

c) In cases where misconduct is committed in
cyberspace. (Vivares vs. STC)

Case on Authority to Discipline Students for Acts Committed in Cyberspace
VIVARES v. ST. THERESA’S COLLEGE

• “The individual’s desire for privacy is
never absolute, since participation in
society is an equally powerful desire.
Thus, each individual is continually
engaged in a personal adjustment
process in which he balances the
desire for privacy with the desire for
disclosure and communication of
himself to others, in light of the
environmental conditions and social
norms set by the society in which he
lives.”
• - Alan Westin, Privacy & Freedom
(1967)

A and B, both minors and graduating
students of STC, Cebu City took pictures of
themselves while changing into their
swimsuits for a beach party they were about
to attend clad only in their undergarments.
These photos were uploaded on Facebook.

A computer teacher at STC
learned about this from her
students at the computer class.
Using STC’s computers, students
logged in to their Facebook
accounts and found more pictures
of the students in their
undergarments. These photos
were not confined to the girls’
Facebook friends but viewable by
the public.

STC found the students to have
deported themselves in a manner
proscribed by the School’s Student
Handbook.

ISSUES:
-Whether a writ of habeas
data should be issued;
-Whether
there
was
indeed an actual or
threatened violation of
the right to privacy in
life, liberty, or security of
the
minors
involved.

WRIT OF HABEAS DATA is a remedy
available to any person whose right
to privacy in life, liberty or
security is violated or threatened
by an unlawful act or commission
of a public official or employee, or
of a private individual or entity
engaged in the gathering,
collecting or storing of data or
information regarding the person,
family, home, and correspondence
of the aggrieved party.

• The purpose is to
protect an individual’s
right to informational
privacy.
• Informational Privacyis the right of
individuals to control
information about
themselves.

• HELD:
• STC did not violate the girls’ right to
privacy.
• The disclosure of the photos of the
minors were not limited or kept within
their zones of privacy and thus, they
cannot invoke the protection attached to
the tight to informational privacy.

“

A person who places a photograph on the
internet precisely intends to forsake and
renounce all privacy rights to such
imagery, particularly under circumstances
such as here where the defendant did not
employ protective measures or devices
that would have controlled access to the
Web page or the photograph itself.”
-US v. Gines-Perez

”

The best Facebook filter is
the one between your
children’s ears.

No such thing as
“Friends Only”.

Responsible
Social Networking
or “Netiquettes”.

Internet consumers
ought to be aware
that, by entering or
uploading any kind
of data or
information online,
they are
automatically and
inevitably making
it permanently
available online.

STC cannot be faulted for being steadfast
in its duty of teaching its students to be
responsible in their dealings and activities
in cyberspace, when it enforces the
disciplinary actions specified in the
Student Handbook, absent any showing
that, in the process, it violated the
students’ rights.

George Bongalon vs. People of the Philippines,
GR 169533, March 20, 2013.

“Not every instance of the laying
of hands on a child constitutes
the crime of child abuse under
Section 10 (a) of Republic Act
No. 7610. Only when the laying
of hands is shown beyond
reasonable doubt to be intended
by the accused to debase,
degrade or demean the intrinsic
worth and dignity of the child as
a human being should it be
punished as child abuse.
Otherwise, it is punished under
the Revised Penal Code.”

“ Anti-Corporal
Punishment

CORPORAL PUNISHMENT as defined under the
Child Protection Policy (D.O. 40)
– refers to a kind of punishment or penalty imposed for an alleged or
actual offense, which is carried out or inflicted, for the purpose of
discipline, training or control, by a teacher, school administrator, an
adult, or any other child who has been given or has assumed
authority or responsibility for punishment or discipline. It includes
physical, humiliating or degrading punishment, including but not
limited to the following:

”

Anti-Corporal Punishment
Blows such as, but not limited to, beating, kicking, hitting, slapping, or lashing,
of any part of a child’s body, with or without the use of an instrument such as,
but not limited to a cane, broom, stick, whip or belt;
Striking of a child’s face or head, such being declared as a “no
contract zone”;

Pulling hair, shaking, twisting joints, cutting or piercing skin, dragging, pushing or throwing of a child;

Forcing a child to perform physically painful or damaging acts such as, but not limited
to, holding a weight or weights for an extended period and kneeling on stones, salt,
pebbles or other objects;

Deprivation of a child’s physical needs as a form of punishment;

Anti-Corporal Punishment
Deliberate exposure to fire, ice water, smoke, sunlight, rain, pepper, alcohol, or forcing the child to swallow substances,
dangerous chemicals, and other materials that can cause discomfort or threaten the child’s health, safety and sense of
security such as, but not limited to insecticides, excrement or urine;

Tying up a child;
Confinement, imprisonment or depriving the liberty of a child;
Verbal abuse or assaults, including intimidation or threat of bodily harm, swearing or
cursing, ridiculing or denigrating the child;
Forcing a child to swear a sign, to undress or disrobe, or put on anything that will make a
child look or feel foolish, which belittles or humiliates the child in front of others;
Permanent confiscation of personal property of pupils, students or learners, except
when such pieces of property pose a danger to the child or to others, and

Other analogous acts.

“A teacher is, above all,
a human being
endowed with life
for which it is the highest obligation
to live with dignity at all times
whether in school, in the home, or elsewhere.”

Sec. 1, Art. XI Code of Ethics for
Professional Teachers
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